EXAMINATION OF M.M


(10) Examination of the Visible Mucous Membranes:
The visible mucous membranes include: 

(1) the conjunctival M.M 

(2) nasal and oral cavities.

(3) vulva and prepuce. 

They examined by inspection.

Inspection of the mucous membrane should be carried out in daylight whenever possible, but if this is not feasible, an electric torch or suitable reflecting mirror should be employed

Inspection of the mucous membrane may be:

1- Directly as in m.m of oral and nasal cavities

2- By using illuminating speculum for examining the mucous membrane of the vagina or rectum
3- By the aid of endoscopic or fibre-optic instru​ments for examining the con​cealed mucous membranes (pharynx, larynx, trachea, stomach, bladder)
Three points to be examined in M.M:

(1) Color:
Normal color:   Pale pink  ---------►   Cattle

                          Rosy red  ---------►      Horse

Abnormal color:

1- pale color           ---------►  With wetness in anemia 
                                                 With dryness in shock

2- yellow to orange ---------► jaundice
3- cyanosis              ---------► cardiac or pulmonary disorder
4- Hyperemia           ---------► due to engorgement of the blood vessels (septicemia)
(2)  Discharge:
The M.M may show:

1- Exudate         ---------► the product of inflam​mation which may be purulent
2- Transudate     ---------► the result of venous con​gestion
3- Haemorrhage ---------► petechial or echymotic hemorrhage incase of septicemia or due to vascular trauma.

(3) Lesion:
As presence of:

Vesicles, erosions, ulcerations , wounds or edema as in CHF.

N.B:

* The prolapse of membrane nictitans is one of the early signs of tetanus in horse

* In cat prolapse of membrane nictitans is usually a sign of debility but may occur even in apparently normal animal.
In the horse protrusion of the membrana nictitans (often noted only when the animal is tapped lightly under the jaw or walked on hard ground) is one of the early signs of tetanus (see Fig. 217, p. 312). Continuous protrusion occurs in painful eye diseases, in the later stages of tetanus and in encephalitis. In the cat, protrusion of the membrana nictitans is usually a sign of debility, but it may occur even in apparently normal animals.
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